


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
[DATE]
Contact: [NAME]
Phone: [PHONE]
Email: [EMAIL]

[NAME OF HSS Provider] to assist local unhoused individuals 
Program to benefit residents of [NUMBER] counties

RALEIGH—Local and state partners are working to reduce unsheltered and rural homelessness in the region through the Back@Home-Balance of State program. [NAME OF HSS] is working with the Housing Collaborative nonprofit organization and multiple state agencies to bring housing and financial assistance to the [NUMBER OF COUNTIES SERVED BY YOUR HSS]-county area. 

The program, which launched in January, assists households experiencing homelessness with supportive services, rent and utility assistance and move-in financial assistance. Housing stabilization services help this vulnerable population obtain and maintain housing. Locally, [LIST COUNTIES] are included in the program.

[INSERT QUOTE FROM YOUR HSS LEADERSHIP ABOUT SUCCESS RATES]

To date, [NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS HELPED] have received assistance from the local arm of the program.

To qualify, households must be located in the 79-county area served by the Balance of State Continuum of Care, a program created nearly two decades ago by the North Carolina Coalition to End Homelessness to provide support for rural communities serving homeless populations. Information on eligibility and services can be found on the Back@Home-Balance of State program website. 

The Back@Home Balance of State Program is made possible by federal, state and other funding sources including HUD CoC Program funding, U.S. Treasury Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA2) funding and State Fiscal Recovery Fund assistance. 

Landlords interested in participating in the program to house unsheltered families are encouraged to contact [HSS PHONE/EMAIL] for more information. More information and an interest form for potential applicants is available on the N.C. Housing Coalition website.
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